
   

What are we learning this term in Primary 3a 

Our final term together in P3a!  It is going to be busy, varied, full of learning and preparing for 

transitions. 

Mrs Nicolson and Miss Ogilvy are looking forward to a wonderful term with our fabulous 

learners in P3a!  Our main topic this term is focusing on Egypt with the Sahara Desert and 

history of Ancient Egyptians.  We will also be covering seasonal events such as the Union 

Canal bi-centenary, the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and Health Week. 

Term 4 April – June 2022 

Literacy & English 

This term we will continue to develop and recap our phonics knowledge and recognition of tricky words 

to support our progress in reading and writing. Phonics group work will focus on spelling pattern words and 

tricky words. 

 

Grammar and punctuation lessons will be learning about pronouns and contractions, whilst also continuing 

to consolidate and revise our previous learning of nouns, adjectives, verbs and adverbs. We will continue 

to improve our written work using the VCOP method – thinking of vocabulary and using wow words, 

adding in connectives to lengthen our sentences, looking for different ways to open a sentence and 

increasing our punctuation usage from just full stops and learning about speech marks.  Capital letters to 

start and finger spacing will always be important to remember.  The pupils will also continue practising 

their pre-cursive into cursive handwriting.   

 

Our writing focus is going to be on creative writing, describing a character, the setting and building the 

story with a beginning, middle and end.   

 

Reading groups continue, as well as quiet reading and enjoying a class novel together.  This term we are 

starting with ‘Flat Stanley – The Great Egyptian Grave Robbery’ by Jeff Brown.  Comprehension skills are 

being developed by using the SRA resource and by building our reflective reading skills.  

 

Towards the end of term, we will have a talking presentation from each child on a chosen theme, either 

from an area of personal interest or based around a favourite book.  Everyone will have time to prepare 

their speech and any work they would like to share.   We will be focusing on presentation skills.  

 

Mathematics & Numeracy 

We will continue to develop our SEAL (Stages of Early Arithmetical Learning) strategies to build up number 

skills and work in target learning groups.  We will count in different number multiples and discuss number 

patterns, consolidating our times tables knowledge and learn 7X and 12X tables.  We will build our mental 

maths strategies and practice a wide variety of questions to cover problems covering time, fractions, 

calendars, timetables, to give practical problem examples to our number work. 

 

Maths topic will explore money.  The children will learn to identify all coins and notes, how to use different 

combinations of money to pay for items and how to work out how much change they should receive. 

Additionally, the children will also be learning about angles and symmetry in maths. The children will 

explore symmetry in their environment and investigate how to use grid references, signs and angles 

associated with direction and turning.  

Health & Well-Being 

Our theme for the school wide Building Resilience program this term is ‘Make a Difference’. Throughout 

this unit, the children will learn that they can begin to make a difference in the world by starting with a 

small idea or with something they care deeply about. They will learn that the deliberate attempt to do a 

good deed, without expecting anything in return, has a very positive impact on our self-esteem.  
 



   
In PE our focus this term is on two different areas, fielding games and athletics. PE days are Mondays and 

Wednesdays. Mrs Nicolson will be focusing on fielding games on Mondays and Miss Ogilvy will 

concentrate on developing athletics skills on Wednesdays.  Fielding games will cover throwing, catching 

and striking a ball, to prepare for playing team games of rounders and cricket.  In the run up to sports day 

the children will be building upon their athletics knowledge with their running, jumping, throwing and 

catching skills throughout this block. 

 

On-going themes: 

• The children confidently use Zones of Regulation, a well-being emotion check-in. 

• UNCRC – Rights of a Child, we will be focusing on a weekly article to help the children understand 

the rights.  

• Outdoor learning – we have our own outdoor space behind our classroom building that can be 

accessed by individuals or groups as needed.  A timetabled session is arranged for a Friday 

morning when small groups take turns to join a planned activity.  

 

Science/Social Studies 

Egypt – Deserts and Ancient Egyptians 

We will focus on a different environment to our own.  The chosen environment is deserts.  P3a will begin by 

looking at an atlas and finding key information about Egypt – main cities, Sahara Desert, River Nile. We will 

learn about the climate, sand dunes and how they are formed.  We will investigate plants and animals of 

the desert and the adaptations they make to live in that climate.   

Our focus will then turn to the Ancient Egyptians as we learn about the pyramids and their purpose, 

pharaohs, Tutankhamen and learning how to write our name in hieroglyphics. 

French 

Recap and new vocabulary. 

We will recap our knowledge of numbers, colours, days of the week, months of the year and body parts. 

We will learn new vocabulary for family members and classroom objects.  We will then use this knowledge 

to have short question and answer conversations, as well as beginning to learn about France and French 

culture. 

STEM 

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) 

This term the focus starts with Food Technology, covering food groups, food labelling and advertising, 

followed by investigating electrical circuits and ending with using Pneumatics and Hydraulics kits. 

 

Primary 3a’s STEM lesson is on a Friday morning with Mr Nicol. 

 

--------------------------------------------- 

Parent and carer planning 

If you have any ideas or skills to share to support the children and ourselves in planning our learning, 

please share them below. 

We would love to hear from you! 
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