
   

What are we learning this term in Primary 3a 

Happy New Year from Mrs Nicolson, Miss Ogilvy and Mr McNally!  Best wishes for 2022! 

Mrs Nicolson and Miss Ogilvy are looking forward to another busy term with our wonderful 

learners in P3a!  Our big topic this term is on the Human Body.  We will also be covering 

seasonal events such as Burns Day/Scots Week, Fairtrade Fortnight and Easter. 

Term 3 January – April 2022 

Literacy & English 

This term we will continue to develop and recap our phonics knowledge and recognition of tricky words 

to support our progress in reading and writing. Phonics group work will focus on spelling pattern words and 

tricky words. 

 

Grammar and punctuation lessons will be learning about verbs and adverbs, as well as speech marks.  

We will continue to improve our written work using the VCOP method – thinking of vocabulary and using 

wow words, adding in connectives to lengthen our sentences, looking for different ways to open a 

sentence and increasing our punctuation usage from just full stops.  Capital letters to start and finger 

spacing will always be important to remember.  The pupils will also continue practising their pre-cursive 

into cursive handwriting.   

 

Our writing focus is going to be on writing a report in the form of a simple newspaper article, using our 

grammar and punctuation skills. 

 

Reading groups continue, as well as quiet reading and enjoying a class novel together.  This term we are 

beginning with ‘The Magic Faraway Tree’ by Enid Blyton.  Comprehension skills are being developed by 

using the SRA resource and by building our reading detective skills! 

 

Listening and talking are embedded into the class routine, with time to share ideas and hear pupil voice, 

as well as circle time games and following instructions. 

 

Mathematics & Numeracy 

We will continue to develop our SEAL (Stages of Early Arithmetical Learning) strategies to build up number 

skills and work in target learning groups.  We will count in different number multiples and discuss number 

patterns, consolidating our knowledge on 2s, 10s and 5s and add in 3s, 6s and 9s.  

 

Maths topic will explore measure and data handling. For measure, pupils will learn to estimate how long or 

heavy an object is, or what amount it holds.  We will then measure or weigh using appropriate instruments 

and units. For data handling, pupils will explore a variety of ways in which data is presented and will learn 

how to ask and answer questions about the information it contains. Pupils will collect their own data and 

display this simply and accurately by creating charts and diagrams.   

Health & Well-Being 

Our theme for the school wide Building Resilience program this term is ‘Get Active’. Throughout this unit, 

the children will learn that in order to help us feel resilient, we need to live a well-balanced and healthy 

life. When we feel ‘down’, being active is sometimes the last thing on our mind. However, when we adopt 

an active lifestyle, fuel our body with proper nutrition and respect our bodies by allowing time to rest and 

relax, it can lead to a longer, healthier and more fulfilling life.  

 

Relationships, Sexual Health and Parenthood Programme (RSHP) - In Primary 3, the children will learn about 

‘Different families and nurturing living things’ this involves discussing the ways in which families may differ 

and a variety of people who care for us. The children will also learn where living things come from and 

how they grow, develop and are nurtured. This learning will continue with exploring how to meet the basic 

needs of a baby (e.g. eye contact, cuddling, washing, changing and feeding).   



   
In PE our focus this term is on three different areas, gymnastics, creative dance and court games. PE days 

are Mondays and Wednesdays. Mrs Nicolson will be focusing on creative dance for a block and then 

court games for a block on Mondays and Miss Ogilvy will concentrate on developing gymnastic skills on 

Wednesdays.  Creative dance will incorporate using our imagination to move in different ways through 

story, theme or musical prompts. Our first sessions focus on the theme of winter.  Gymnastics lessons will 

focus on strength, flexibility, balance, body management and creativity.  Court games will look at 

basketball skills, building on previous knowledge of ball handling, passing, throwing and team work. These 

sessions will mainly be in our gym halls, indoor shoes are required.   

 

On-going themes: 

• The children confidently use Zones of Regulation, a well-being emotion check-in. 

• UNCRC – Rights of a Child, we will be focusing on a weekly article to help the children understand 

the rights.  

• Outdoor learning – we have our own outdoor space behind our classroom building that can be 

accessed by individuals or groups as needed.  A timetabled session is arranged for a Friday 

morning when small groups take turns to join a planned activity.  

 

Science 

Human Body topic   

Primary 3a will learn about the skeleton and major organs.  We will begin to learn some scientific names 

for bones and the main functions of the major organs.  We will talk about common illnesses and how to 

prevent them, which will lead into discussions on healthy living.  We will also investigate our senses, 

through games and creative projects.  

 

Technology 

iPad games, Smartboard games and Laptops 

Primary 3a will experience a variety of games to support literacy, numeracy and coding skills on an iPad 

and the Smartboard.  We will also explore using the class set of laptops on a rotation basis, to begin 

building up a basic knowledge of keyboard skills and using Word. 

 

STEM 

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) 

Children from P3-7 have STEM each week with Mrs Dixon (Science Specialist Teacher).  This half-term, P3-5 

will be taking part in a range of Science and Engineering activities to build skills such as teamwork, 

communication, creativity and resilience.  We will also be developing Literacy and Numeracy skills 

through these activities. 

 

Primary 3a’s STEM lesson is on a Friday morning with Mrs Dixon. 

 

--------------------------------------------- 

Parent and carer planning 

If you have any ideas or skills to share to support the children and ourselves in planning our learning, 

please share them below. 

We would love to hear from you! 
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