
   

What are we learning this term in Primary 3a 

Mrs Nicolson and Miss Ogilvy are loving teaching Primary 3a!  We’ve had a super start to this 

school year with a wonderful group of children, who have shown great interest in learning 

and always trying their best.  We are looking forward to an exciting Term 2, which covers a 

wide variety of seasonal experiences and topic work.  We then finish with Christmas! 

Term 2 October - December 2021 

Literacy & English 

This term we will continue to develop and recap our phonics knowledge and recognition of 

tricky words to support our progress in reading and writing. Phonics group work will focus on 

spelling pattern words. 

 

Writing and grammar lessons will look at adjectives and adding in exclamation marks!  We will 

work on improving our sentences using the VCOP method – thinking of vocabulary and using 

wow words, adding in connectives to lengthen our sentences, looking for different ways to open 

a sentence and increasing our punctuation usage from just full stops.  Capital letters to start and 

finger spacing will always be important to remember.  We are going to learn about acrostic 

poems and create our own! 

 

Reading groups continue as well as quiet reading and enjoying a class novel together, this term 

we are beginning with ‘The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark’. 

 

Listening and talking are embedded into the class routine, with time to share ideas and hear 

pupil voice, as well as circle time games and following instructions. 

 

Mathematics & Numeracy 

We will continue to develop our SEAL (Stages of Early Arithmetical Learning) strategies to build 

up number skills and work in target learning groups.  We will count in different number multiples 

and discuss number patterns, consolidating our knowledge on 2s, 10s and 5s and add in 3s. 

 

Maths topic will explore time, focussing on o’clock, half past, quarter past and quarter to.  We 

will learn to tell the time on both an analogue and a digital clock. 

 

Health & Well-Being 

The children confidently use Zones of Regulation, a well-being emotion check-in. 

 

Our theme for the school wide Building Resilience program is ‘Talk Things Over’.  Through this unit, 

children will learn how worries affect our wellbeing and what we can do to deal with them to 

stop them escalating. This includes strategies like writing them down, talking them over, realising 

things will pass and asking for help. 

 

UNCRC – Rights of a Child, we will be focusing on a weekly article to help the children 

understand the rights.  

 



   
In PE our focus this term is on social dance looking at Scottish Country Dancing.  We will learn the 

steps for three different dances over the term.  Initially on Wednesdays, Miss Ogilvy will continue 

to strengthen ball skills, building on the first term knowledge.  PE days are Mondays and 

Wednesdays.  PE can continue to be outdoors, but gym halls are also now available, indoor 

shoes are required.  

 

Outdoor learning – a class session on Friday mornings and using P3a outdoor space behind our 

building. 

Science 

Space topic!   

Primary 3a will learn about the relationships between the earth, the sun and the moon and 

understand how this relates to their day and night and seasonal changes over a year. We will 

learn about the planet positions and investigate space travel.  

 

Expressive Arts 

Through our topic work and seasonal experiences there are lots of opportunities for themed art 

activities.  

 

Along with P3b we will be learning some Christmas songs to share with our families via a 

recorded performance.  A link will be sent and we hope you enjoy!   
 

STEM 

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) 

Children from P3-7 have STEM each week with Mrs Dixon (Science Specialist Teacher).  This term 

P3-5 are developing our Science investigation and enquiry skills (such as observing, comparing 

and recording) through our Science Magic topic.  We will be using our Maths skills (such as 

measuring and data handling).  We will also be trying some STEM activities led by older classes 

as part of De-STEM-ber, our whole school STEM event from 1-10 December. 
 

Primary 3a’s STEM lesson is on a Friday morning with Mrs Dixon. 

 

--------------------------------------------- 

Parent and carer planning 

If you have any ideas or skills to share to support the children and ourselves in planning our 

learning, please share them below. 

We would love to hear from you! 
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