
   

What are we learning this term in Primary 3a 

Mrs Nicolson and Miss Ogilvy are very excited to be working together in Primary 3a this year. 

The class have settled so well into our routines and it’s wonderful to see them arriving ready 

and enthusiastic to learn. We have loads of great ideas to make this year as memorable and 

fun as possible.  We are looking forward to ensuring the children’s voice is part of our learning 

journey too.  Primary 3 is starting on a play-based learning approach, with teacher time, 

independent tasks and developing individual interests during play. 

Term 1 August -October 2021 

Literacy & English 

This term we are reviewing our prior knowledge on phonics and tricky/common words to help 

identify any gaps, so that these can be addressed.  We will continue to develop our phonic 

knowledge using a variety of resources to support our development in reading, writing and 

spelling.  We will encourage the children to have a go when they are unsure how to spell a 

word, as this will support their phonetic awareness.  

 

Reading groups will be formed to support the children’s development and there will be time for 

everyone to enjoy a quiet reading time with personal choice from our classroom library. We will 

also enjoy a class novel at story time, starting with ‘Fantastic Mr Fox’ by Roald Dahl, to recognise 

his birthday in September.  

 

Writing this term will focus on ensuring our sentences start with a capital letter, end with a full 

stop and are improved by adding in a connective, such as ‘and’ or ‘because’.  We will also look 

at nouns.  Writing takes many forms, we will look to create a list and also discuss a set of 

instructions.  We will also be practising our pre-cursive into cursive handwriting.  

 

Listening and Talking will be embedded into the class routines, time to share ideas and hear 

pupil voice, as well as circle time games and following simple instructions. 

Mathematics & Numeracy 

We will continue following the SEAL (Stages of Early Arithmetical Learning) progression program 

building up number skills and work in target learning groups.  We will be focusing on 

consolidating number bonds and building up our knowledge of times tables, counting in 

different multiples and discussing number patterns. This term we will focus on learning multiples 

of 2 and 5. ‘Going for Gold’ will be introduced as an incentive program to practice times tables.   

 

Maths topic will explore a range of 2D and 3D shapes and their properties.   

Health & Well-Being 

We have introduced the Zones of Regulation, a well-being emotion check-in that also helps us 

regulate how we are feeling through the use of strategies linked with each of the zones. 

 

Our theme for the school wide Building Resilience program is Taking a Moment.  We will be 

discussing how emotions effect how we feel and behave, and also looking at ways of 

managing these varied feelings.  

 



   
We have already created a class charter together and linked this to the UNCRC – Rights of a 

Child. 

 

In PE our focus this term is on field games, including rugby, football and hockey.  Mr Warwick 

Dredge who works with us in the afternoons, is involved with coaching children in sport out of 

school times, so is taking a lead role in sharing his expertise.  PE days are Mondays and 

Wednesdays. 

 

Outdoor learning – a class session on Friday mornings, plus we are looking to build up resources 

to create a P3a outdoor space behind our building. 

Social Studies 

We started the year with a mini topic on Japan, following an interest in the Olympic Games. Our 

main topic starting in September will be ‘Farming’.  We will look at the journey food makes from 

farm to fork and discuss whether it has come from an animal or a plant source. We hope to 

make a visit to a local arable farm where the children will gain first hand experience about how 

some foods make it to their plates. We are also planning on having a chat to one of the chefs at 

the Bridge Inn to hear about their use of all the local produce.  

French (Modern Foreign Language) 

Primary 3 will learn greetings, days of the week and we will also introduce months and 

describing the weather. 

STEM 

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) 

  

Children from P3 - P7 have STEM each week with Mrs Dixon (Science Specialist Teacher).  This 

term we are building skills such as teamwork and communication through STEM Challenges.  We 

solve problems using the Engineering Design Process - design, create, test and improve.   

 

Primary 3a’s STEM lesson is on a Friday morning with Mrs Dixon. 

 

----------------------------------------------- 

Parent and carer planning 

If you have any ideas or skills to share to support the children and ourselves in planning our 

learning, please share them below. 

We would love to hear from you! 
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