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Read and Understand 

Infer What’s Not There 

Explore Some More 

Create Something Great 

Connect 4 
Explore Some More Read and Understand 

Reflect and Respond 

Theodore Boone 

THE ACCUSED 

Chapters  

1 - 4 

What evidence can 

you find in these 

chapters that it is 

written in American 

English? 

Find the description of 

Gil on p32.  

What does this 

description suggest 

about the character? 

Task Map 

*What is an accomplice? Do you 

agree with Theo’s theory that Peter 

Duffy escaped with the help of an 

accomplice? If so, who might that 

person be? Use text evidence to 

explain your thinking. 

*What two problems 

does Theo experience 

in Chapter 3?  

News Report: Based on the sheriff’s 

information, create a live news 

segment from the courtroom, 

reporting on Peter Duffy’s 

disappearance and theories about 

his whereabouts. 

 

There are a lot of courtroom/legal specific 

words used in this book. 

prosecutor              gavel 

bond                       trial 

mistrial              defendant 

bail                   bailiff 

jury 

Find them in the dictionary and write 

their definitions. 

Feelfree to add to this list. 

 

 

In these chapters we learn 

lots about Theo’s ambition 

to work in a courtroom.  

 

What are your ambitions? 

*Make a list of theories 

about Peter Duffy’s 

whereabouts so far. 
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Read and Understand 

Infer What’s Not There 

Read and Understand 

 

Create Something Great 

Connect 4 Infer What’s Not There 

 
Reflect and Respond 

 

Reflect and Respond 

Theodore Boone 

THE ACCUSED 

Chapters  

5 - 8 

 

Is Theo’s family’s role 

at the shelter a 

surprise? What does 

it tell you about his 

parents? 

On p47 we hear Theo’s internal 

monologue, his thoughts, but 

also read what he actually says. 

What does this suggest to you 

about Theo? 
 

Task Map 

Should Theo and Elsa have 

called the police on Mr. 

Treen? Do you think the 

situation was handled 

properly? 

What unfortunate events 

led to Theo being 

considered a suspect in the 

Big Mac Systems robbery? 
Write a persuasive speech to 

present to the Strattenburg 

school board that argues for 

the Boy Scouts’ and other 

student organizations’ right to 

wear uniforms. 

 

When the police 

search Theo’s locker, 

what do they 

discover? 

Theo wants to organize a Big 

Brothers Big Sisters program 

for his Eagle Scout project. 

If you could design a project, 

what would it be? 

*The school board prohibits 

Boy Scouts from wearing a 

full uniform to school. What 

is their reasoning? Do you 

agree? 
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Read and Understand 

Infer What’s Not There 

Explore Some More 

Create Something Great 

Connect 4 
Explore Some More Read and Understand 

Reflect and Respond 

Theodore Boone 

THE ACCUSED 

Chapters  

9 - 12 

 

How does the dream 

in Chapter 11 help us 

understand Theo’s 

character better? 

Task Map 

When Mrs. Boone learns about 

Theo’s slashed tires and the locker 

theft, she is irritated and shocked. 

  

Should Theo have told her sooner? 

 Why or why not? 

In Theo’s 

dream…who is he 

on the run with? 
  

In this story, Theo must uncover 

the mystery of who is framing 

him to prove his innocence and 

save his reputation. 

Can you think of another person, 

film or story where someone has 

been innocent? 
 

What punishment 

does Theo face for 

fighting at school?  

In Chapter 10, a photo, sent from 

an anonymous email account, shows 

Theo in front of the Strattenburg 

Police Station, and the caption 

claims he has been arrested. 

Illustrate this photo using the 

description in the text. 

How are semi-colons 

used on p124?  

Copy the sentence. 

Why did the author 

use semi-colons here? 

 What is the 

difference between a 

felony and a 

misdemeanour? 

p100 
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Read and Understand 

Infer What’s Not There 

Read and Understand 

 

Create Something Great 

Connect 4 
Explore Some More Read and Understand 

Reflect and Respond 

Theodore Boone 

THE ACCUSED 

Chapters  

13 - 16 

 

What does having two 

very busy high-

achieving parents 

mean for Theo? 
 

Task Map 

Do you agree with 

the judge’s decision 

in Animal Court? 

Explain. 

Where do the 

police claim Theo’s 

stolen baseball cap 

was found? 
 

  

How is Theo’s school 

different from yours? 

Is it bigger? Organised 

differently? 

What lesson did 

Theo learn after 

getting into a fight 

at school? 

Create another case for Animal 

Court. What is the most bizarre 

complaint that might be brought 

against an animal? You can invent 

the complaint or collect ideas from 

family and friends or from news 

reports. 

What purpose does the 

Animal Court case serve the 

rest of the book? In other 

words, why did the author 

include it as part of the 

story? 

Who does Ike 

suspect is framing 

Theo and why? 
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Read and Understand 

Infer What’s Not There 

Explore Some More 

Create Something Great 

Connect 4 
Explore Some More Read and Understand 

Reflect and Respond 

Theodore Boone 

THE ACCUSED 

Chapters  

17 - 21 

 

What does the 

phrase ‘choked 

up’ mean? p198 

Task Map 

*Theo is wrestling with the concepts of 

right and wrong as he decides whether or 

not to “borrow” a password from his 

parent’s law firm computers. He questions, 

“Could doing something wrong lead to the 

right result?” What is your conclusion to 

this question? Do you believe he should 

“borrow” the password? 

Who is the Major 

and how does he 

offer to help Theo?   

Because the books are set in the US, the 

legal system is slightly different to the 

UK. But if you watch American TV crime 

series and films, Theo’s world won’t seem 

very strange to you. 

 

What other books, TV series or films 

have you watched about crime? 

What important 

information does Griff 

share with Theo that 

could lead to the real 

thief?  

Write a persuasive 

report about whether it 

was right or wrong of 

Theo to “borrow” the 

password. 
 

Find examples of 

direct and indirect 

speech on p225. 

On p195-196 the author uses 

hyphens (-). What is the 

purpose of these and why do 

you think he chose to use 

them?  
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Read and Understand 

Infer What’s Not There 

Read and Understand 

Create Something Great 

Connect 4 
Reflect and Respond 

 

Explore Some More 

 

Reflect and Respond 

Theodore Boone 

THE ACCUSED 

Chapters  

22 - 25 

 

Why does Jonah 

keep staring at his 

shoes? 

Task Map 

Were Jonah and Jessie 

justified in what they 

did? What is a fair 

punishment? 

Where does Jonah Finn 

reveal the rest of the 

stolen goods are 

hidden?   

When Jonah and Jessie are read 

their rights even Jessie says, 

“Just like on television.” 

Where have you heard or seen 

people being given their rights 

like this before? 

 

Complete a Character 

Description activity 

about Theo. 

Write a journal entry from the 

perspective of Jessie or Jonah Finn. 

Explain how you are feeling about 

committing the theft and framing 

Theodore Boone. What do you hope 

for your future? 

A cliffhanger is a plot device in 

which a character or characters 

are left with a dilemma or a 

shocking revelation. 

What were your favourite 

cliffhangers throughout the 

book? 

Where does Jessie 

and Jonah’s mum 

work? 
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