
      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Infer What’s Not There 

6. Infer What’s Not There 

4. Explore Some More 

7. Reflect and Respond 8. Create Something Great 

2. Connect 4 
 
  

Connect 4 

3. Read and Understand 

Write a diary entry for Chas from 
the day he found the Heinkel He 

111. How did he feel about what he 
saw? 

 

Why does the author refer to the 
family on p5 as ants? What do the 
following descriptions make you 
think of the family? Explain your 

reasoning. 

1. Read and Understand 

Study the characters of Chas, 
Cem and Audrey. Make notes on 

their appearance, behaviours 
and personality.  

Text: The Machine Gunners 
Chapters: 1-4 

 
Author: Robert Westall 

Create 3 questions based on 
what you’ve read. 1 closed 

(answer in text), 1 open (ask for 
opinion) and 1 inferred (using 

clues from text). 

How does the portrayal of Boddser 
Brown as the school bully match 

with other texts, films or your own 
experience? Is he stereotyped? 
Provide evidence from the text. 

There are a number of foreign or 
dialect words used within the text. 
Select 10 unknown words, find the 
meaning of each (you can use an 

iPad) and record in a table. 

Write a prediction of at least 
100 words of what you think 

might happen next. Remember 
it has to fit with what has 

already happened in the text. 

  

How had the crash scene changed 
in Chapter 4, from when Chas had 
last visited? Why were Mr Liddell 
and Sgt Green so worried now?  

 



      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Infer What’s Not There 

6. Infer What’s Not There 

4. Explore Some More 

7. Reflect and Respond 8. Create Something Great 

2. Connect 4 
 
  

Connect 4 

3. Read and Understand 

Why did the group feel sorry for 
Nicky? What is meant by ‘money 
isn’t everything’? Use examples 

from the text. 
 

How do you feel about Chas 
bringing John to help build the 

secret fort? (p85-86). Do you think 
they were taking advantage of 

him? 

1. Reflect and Respond 

Summarise what we know of 
Sandy Sanderson. What has he 

been through in his life, and 
what sort of person has this 

made him?  

Text: The Machine Gunners 
Chapters: 5 & 6 

 
Author: Robert Westall 

What technique is used here ‘It 
was just piles of brick: the shops 

were piles of brick and the 
roadway was piles of brick’ 
(p60). What effect does this 

create? 

Chas and his Grandad both felt 
guilty about something. What 
were they scared of? Have you 

ever felt guilty of something? How 
did you deal with it? 

Research what is meant by ‘what 
Julius Caesar thought on the Ides 

of March’ (p37). Why is it 
compared to the situation they 

find themselves in now? 

Who do you think has been 
stealing the supplies? What are 
they using them for? Use clues 
from the text to support your 

reasoning. 

  

Why did Chas enjoy sitting at the 
bomb shelter door, looking out, 
during an air raid? What feeling 

did he compare the experience to 
and why?  

 



      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Infer What’s Not There 

6. Infer What’s Not There 

4. Explore Some More 

7. Read and Understand 8. Create Something Great 

2. Connect 4 
 
  

Connect 4 

3. Read and Understand 

Why did the group expect and 
encourage Audrey to support Nicky 

when he was upset? Does this 
stereotype remain now? 

 

Predict what you think will happen 
in Chapter 11, now the group have 
an unexpected arrival. This should 

be at least 100 - 200 words. 

1. Reflect and Respond 

Design your own fortress. What 
funtions would it have and why? 

What ‘Standing Orders’ would 
you have? Draw and annotate. 

Text: The Machine Gunners 
Chapters: 7 - 10 

 
Author: Robert Westall 

What do you think is meant by 
‘Fortress Caparetto became 

more than a game; it became a 
nation’ (p.102)? Use evidence 

from the text to support. 

There has been a lot of scary 
moments in the text, reflecting the 

reality of World War II. Can you 
link how the characters might be 
feeling to anything happening in 

the world now? 

List and find meanings for 5-10 
Scots words you find throughout 

the text. What word in the English 
language replaces them today? 

What is going through the 
German soldiers mind after 

being shot down? Why does he 
want to be found by the police?   

Why did the smell of the sea and 
sound of the foghorn make Nicky 

sad? Is there a smell or sound that 
reminds you of something, why? 

 



      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Infer What’s Not There 4. Explore Some More 

7. Read and Understand 8. Create Something Great 

2. Connect 4 
 
  

Connect 4 

3. Read and Understand 

Why do you think Rudi might be 
feeling conflicted now in Chapter 

11? How can you tell? Are you 
shocked by his decision? 

 

What is meant by ‘This was a 
Clogger he had never known 

existed; a Clogger he had called 
out’ (p.161)? Use evidence from 

the text to support. 

1. Reflect and Respond 

Many weapons are mentioned 
in the text, from both sides of 

the war. Select a weapon, 
research it and create an 

diagram including key features. 
 

Text: The Machine Gunners 
Chapters: 11 - 14 

 
Author: Robert Westall 

What literary technique is used 
here ‘every neat terrace a row 

of eyeless windows’ (p.137) 
How effective is it? Why has the 

author chosen to use it? 

Mr Liddell uses the observation 
platform to think. Can you think of 
characters in other texts that also 

have a ‘thinking place’? Do you 
have a place where you go? 

Why did Nicky feel his heart was 
being scraped as the gang 

clumsily moved his Dad’s boat in 
chapter 14?   

What kind of character is Boddser 

Brown? Looking at the events on 

p.158, why is he behaving this way 

and why does he enjoy it?  

How effective did you find the 
suspense created in Chapter 12? 
How did the author achieve this? 
Who did you think was following 

Chas and why? 
 

What kind of character is Boddser 
Brown? Looking at the events on 

p.158, why is he behaving this way 
and why does he enjoy it? 

6. Infer What’s Not There 



      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

    

 

What kind of character is Boddser 
Brown? Looking at the events on 

p.158, why is he behaving this way 
and why does he enjoy it? 

6. Infer What’s Not There 

5. Reflect and Respond 4. Explore Some More 

7. Infer What’s Not There 8. Create Something Great 

2. Connect 4 
 
  

Connect 4 

3. Read and Understand 

‘All the adults were already busy, 
tidying up things in their minds, 

making them into more 
comfortable shapes’ (p.203). Why 

did they need to do this? 
 

Write the inner monologue of 
one of the children as they 

witness Rudi returning and then 
being shot. What are they 

thinking and why? 

1. Infer What’s Not There 

What did you think of the 
ending of the text? Create a 
new detailed ending of your 

own (200 words). Explain why 
you have written it this way. 

 

Text: The Machine Gunners 
Chapters: 15 - 18 

 
Author: Robert Westall 

Describe the contrasting 
priorities of Mr and Mrs McGill 

and why you think they are 
different. Use evidence from the 

text to support you. 

What is meant by ‘British 
hysteria’? (p.195) In what ways do 

you think our current pandemic 
has produced hysteria? Do you 

think it necessary? Why? 

Chapter 15 talks a lot about 
people ‘smelling the fear’. What 
do you think this means? Why 

has the author used this phrase 
repeatedly? 

  

The gang abandon their families 
during a raid and head for the 
fortress. Select a family and 

describe how you think they each 
reacted to this and why.  

 


