
      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Infer What’s Not There 

6. Infer What’s Not There 

4. Explore Some More 

7. Reflect and Respond 8. Create Something Great 

2. Connect 4 
 
  

Connect 4 

3. Read and Understand 

The author over-uses the word 
‘ordinary’ on p11. Having read on, do 
you think Dennis is ordinary? Why or 

why not? 

What kind of character is Dad? In 
what way has the author made 
you like or dislike him? Provide 

examples. 
 

1. Read and Understand 

The photo Dennis carries is a 
happy memory of his mum. 
Draw the photo using the 

information in the text.  

Text: The Boy in the Dress 
Chapters: 1-3 

 
Author: David Walliams 

 

What are the 3 house rules? 
(Chapter 1) Who do you think 

decided to create the rules, and 
why ban those actions?  

 

Looking at Dennis’ ideas for his 
own episode on ‘Trisha’ (p24). 

What would your talk show 
episode talk about and why? 

 

Re-write the day of the 
quarterfinal match from Darvesh’s 
point of view. What conversations 
might he and his mum have had? 

 

Write a 50-100 word prediction 
of what you think might happen 
in Chapter 4. Remember it has 
to fit with the clues in the text. 

 

  

Create 3 questions on what you’ve 
read so far. 1 closed question 
(answer in text) and 2 open 
questions (reader gives their 

opinion). 
 



      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Infer What’s Not There 

6. Infer What’s Not There 

4. Explore Some More 

7. Reflect and Respond 8. Create Something Great 

2. Connect 4 
 
  

Connect 4 

3. Read and Understand 

Why was Dennis scared for his secret 
to be found out? What is it that he 

thought might happen? Explain your 
reasoning. 

Describe the change in Dennis 
between chapter 4 and 5. Why 
does he feel better about his 

‘different’ interests now? 
 

1. Reflect and Respond 

Dennis loves to read fashion 
magazines. Design a new front 

cover of your favourite 
magazine, comic or book.  

Text: The Boy in the Dress 
Chapters: 4-7 

 
Author: David Walliams 

 

What does Dennis notice in 
Lisa’s room? List the items 
described. What do they 

suggest about Lisa? 
 

On p84 Dennis feels very 
uncomfortable and leaves. Can 

you think of a time you have felt 
uncomfortable? Why did you feel 

that way? What did you do to 
solve it? 

 

Select 5–10 challenging words that 
you have read. Using a dictionary, 
find the meaning of each of the 

words. Then use them correctly in 
a sentence. 

 

Why do you think Dad doesn’t 
like to celebrate his Birthday? 
Do you think he ever enjoyed 
them? Why has this changed? 

 

  

What makes Darveesh different to 
the others in his school? How does 

he feel about it? Use evidence 
from the text. 

 



      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Infer What’s Not There 

6. Infer What’s Not There 

4. Explore Some More 

7. Reflect and Respond 8. Create Something Great 

2. Connect 4 
 
  

Connect 4 

3. Read and Understand 

Predict what is going to happen in 
Chapter 12. Will Dennis go ahead 
with Lisa’s crazy plan? What will 
happen if he does or doesn’t go 

through with it?  

Why does the author compare 
calling people cruel names to 

catching a cold? What image does 
this create? Do you agree with the 

simile here? 
 

1. Reflect and Respond 

Raj always has lots of, 
sometimes questionable, offers 
in his shop. Create some deals 

that he can advertise.  

Text: The Boy in the Dress 
Chapters: 8-11 

 
Author: David Walliams 

 

What do you think Dennis 
means when he says you 

needed the ‘precision of a safe 
cracker’ to use the shower 

(p.108)? 
 

Have you ever done something 
you enjoyed but it was risky, like 

Dennis pretending to be ‘Denise’? 
Did you feel better for doing it, 

why or why not? 

What is irony? Why is Mac being 
ironic by drinking Diet Coke? Can 

you think of any other examples of 
irony that you have seen, heard or 

experienced?  
 

Write a 100 word diary entry for 
Lisa about her new friendship 

with Dennis. How does she feel 
about him and what they  

are doing? 
 

  

‘You can be whoever you want to 
be’. What do you think this means, 
particularly for Dennis? How might 
this phrase apply to your own life? 

 



      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

List the events of when ‘Denise’ 
went to school in Chapter 12 in 

your own words. What did Dennis 
notice? Who did they meet? What 

surprised him? 
 

5. Infer What’s Not There 

6. Infer What’s Not There 

4. Explore Some More 

7. Reflect and Respond 8. Create Something Great 

2. Connect 4 
 
  

Connect 4 

How do you think Darvesh and Lisa 
are feeling when they visit Dennis’ 

house at the end of Chapter 15? Give 
reasons and evidence for each. 

 

Why do you think Madame 
Windsor was so upset in Chapter 

13? How do you think Dennis felt? 
What was the atmosphere of the 

classroom? 
 

1. Read and Understand 

Create an emotions graph for 
Dennis and mark key points as 
you read, how do his emotions 

change? What are the high 
points and low points? 

Text: The Boy in the Dress 
Chapters: 12-15 

 
Author: David Walliams 

 

Why does Dennis describe the 
girls bathroom at school as a 
party (p.139)? Use evidence 

from the text to support you. 
 

Dennis is ashamed of his actions in 
Chapter 14. Do you think he 

should be? Have you ever felt 
ashamed of something? What 

were the consequences? 

What do you think Dad is 
angrier about? Dennis being 
expelled, or that he likes to 

wear dresses? Explain why you 
believe this. 

  

What literary technique is used 
here ‘Silence spread across the 

playground like snow’ (p.156)? Do 
you think it is effective at setting 

the mood? Why or why not? 

3. Read and Understand 



      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Explore Some More 

7. Reflect and Respond 8. Create Something Great 

2. Connect 4 
 
  

Connect 4 

Darveesh ‘couldn’t be a greater 
friend’ (p.198). List all the ways 
you think he has been a brilliant 

friend throughout the text. Do you 
agree with Dennis? 

 

1. Read and Understand 

Darveesh’s mum makes him a 
huge ‘pre-match snack’. Draw 
what your dream snack would 
be for a big event, no limits! 

Text: The Boy in the Dress 
Chapters: 16-19 

 

Author: David Walliams 
 

How do you think Dennis and 
the team felt as they left the 

changing room in dresses 
together? What evidence in the 

text tells you this? 
 

The team achieved something 
huge and everyone celebrated. 
Have you experienced anything 
similar? How did you and others 

react to this achievement? 

Select 5–10 challenging words 
that you have read. Using a 

dictionary, find the meaning of 
each of the words. Then use 
them correctly in a sentence. 

 

  

Imagine you are a football 
commentator for the final match 
against Maudlin Street. Write an 
exciting recount of the events. 

3. Read and Understand 

6. Infer What’s Not There 

4. Create Something Great 

Dad has surprised Dennis in a 
number of ways during and after the 

match. In 100 words, predict what 
you think he will do now. 

 

Design a new football strip for the 
school team. Draw your design 
and annotate with key features. 

What makes it special? 
 



      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

    

 

5. Infer What’s Not There 

6. Infer What’s Not There 

4. Explore Some More 

7. Reflect and Respond 8. Create Something Great 

2. Connect 4 
 
  

Connect 4 

Look at the first and last lines of the 
novel. ‘Dennis was different’ and 
‘The world felt different’. What 
message do you think the novel 

wishes to send to readers?  

‘It was as if an ice age had thawed, 
and the sun was shining for the first 
time in a million years’ (p.222). Why 

does the author use this phrase? 
What effect does it have? 

 

1. Read and Understand 

If you had to star in a school 
play, like Dennis has been asked 

to, what would it be? Create 
part of the script or backdrop to 
your play. Explain your choices. 

 

Text: The Boy in the Dress 
Chapters: 20-22 

 
Author: David Walliams 

 

Did you enjoy the ending of the 
text? Why? Using what you 

know of the story, write a new 
ending. You can change it 

completely or continue on. 
 

Dennis’ dad is proud of him in the 
end and opens up. Have you seen 
this kind of change in a character 
before in books or film? What do 

you think made him change?  

What effect do you think Dennis 
has had on those around him? 

In what ways have other 
characters benefitted from how 

Brave he has been?  

What deal was struck between Mr 
Hawtrey and Dennis? What did 
each side agree on, and who do 
you think benefitted the most? 
How did Raj help Dennis here? 

3. Reflect and Respond 

Miss Windsor talks about Joan of 
Arc. Who is she and why is she 

famous? Most importantly, why is 
her story linked to this text? Write 

down what you find out. 
 


