
      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Connect 4 

6. Reflect and Respond 

4. Explore Some More 

7. Explore Some More 8. Create Something Great 

2. Infer What’s Not There 
 
  

Connect 4 

3. Reflect and Respond 

Why was the toasted marshmallow 
‘an unexpected pleasure’ for 

Agatha? 
 

Imagine you are a reporter. What 
5–10 questions would you ask Saul 
about what happened to him and 

his experiences with Agatha so 
far? 

 

1. Read and Understand 

Using the information provided 
about Saul’s family, create his 

family tree. Or 
Create a timeline of all the 

important events so far. 

Text: The Accidental Time 
Traveller Chapters 1-5 

 
Author: Janis Mackay 

 

What do you think of the book 
so far? Have you got a favourite 

character? Who? And why? 
 

What country do you think Agatha 
has come from? What clues are 

there in the text to make you think 
this? Use quotes from the book to 

support your opinion. 
 

What 5 words would you ‘teach’ 
someone that we use nowadays? 

An example is Saul teaching 
Agatha what ‘yummy’ and 

‘scrummy’ mean. 

What 4 connections can you 
make between your life and 

what life was like for Agatha? 
Do you think life is very different 
now than it was 200 years ago? 

 

  

‘She looked ready to cuff him one’ 
(p29). What does this mean? How 

did you come to your answer? 
 



      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Connect 4 

6. Reflect and Respond 

4. Explore Some More 

7. Read and Understand 8. Create Something Great 

2. Infer What’s Not There 
 
  

Connect 4 

3. Reflect and Respond 

Why would Agatha think of 
Edinburgh as a ‘wondrous place’? Is 

there anywhere in the world that 
you feel the same way about? Why? 

 

Make a list of all the different 
professions Agatha’s Father had 

tried to become before trying time 
travel. 

 

1. Read and Understand 

Create an advert or poster to 
advertise Winter Wonderland. 

Include key information such as 
date, venue, time, attractions, 

events and cost. 
 

Text: The Accidental Time 
Traveller Chapters 6-10 

 
Author: Janis Mackay 

 

A simile is used on p48 to 
describe the scene. How 

effective is it? Explain your 
reasons for why you think it’s 

good or bad.  
 

The author uses items that are 
shown on the front cover. Can you 

think of 2 more illustrations (for 
Agatha and for Saul) and explain why 

you think they are appropriate for 
the novel.  

 

   Create a table with headings 
‘word’, ‘page’ and ‘definition’. Fill it 

with words you don’t know the 
meaning of. Use a dictionary to 

find the meanings of these words. 

On p51 Saul explains to Agatha 
how to put clothes on. Choose 

something that you do daily 
and write instructions e.g. 

what is an iPhone and what 
does it do? 

 

  

Think of the phrase the author 
uses ‘no curl of smoke’. What 

imagery does this create? Draw 
your illustration in your Reading 

Journal. 
 



      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Connect 4 

6. Create Something Great 

4. Explore Some More 

7. Read and Understand 8. Create Something Great 

2. Infer What’s Not There 
 
  

Connect 4 

3. Reflect and Respond 

Write instructions for how to play 
‘flap the fish’ from Chapter 15. 
Don’t forget to include ALL the 

equipment needed and how many 
players can play it when writing 

your instructions. 
 

What were some of the things 
being sold online in relation to 

time travel? 
 

1. Read and Understand 

Make a poster as a trailer for the 
film Saul made up about pirates. 
Look back through Chapter 14 to 

include as much detail as 
possible. You’ll also have to think 

of a catchy title for the film! 
 

Text: The Accidental Time 
Traveller Chapters 11-16 

 
Author: Janis Mackay 

 

Why do you think ‘milk curdler’ 
was seen as an insult in 1812? 

 

Why do you think Agatha wasn’t 
talking when Will and Robbie were in 

the den? 
 

     Define the following words and 
use them correctly in a sentence: 

veered, bewitched, whacked, 
hurling, fiasco. 

 

What is something you have 
savoured each moment of? 

 
  

List the things Saul, Agatha and 
Saul’s Dad gathered for the 

snowman. 
 



      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Connect 4 

6. Infer What’s Not There 

4. Explore Some More 

7. Reflect and Respond 8. Create Something Great 

2. Infer What’s Not There 
 
  

Connect 4 

3. Reflect and Respond 

Why did Robbie compare Saul’s 
situation with Agatha to having a 

new baby? 
 

What made Saul tell Robbie and 
Will about Agatha’s real identity? 

 

1. Read and Understand 

Did Agatha prefer sweet or 
savoury foods? Draw a picture of 

your favourite food! 
 

Text: The Accidental Time 
Traveller Chapters 17-21 

 
Author: Janis Mackay 

 

Why do you think Agatha 
describes Agnes ‘like a marvel’? 

 

Why do you think Saul threw his gift 
from Robbie back at him?  

 

Can you spot the 5 spelling 
mistakes in Saul’s essay? 

During what lesson did Saul 
plan to escape with Agatha? If 
you could escape a lesson in 
school what subject would it 

be and why? 
 

  

What did Robbie do whilst he was 
at Winter Wonderland? 

 



      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Connect 4 

6. Read and Understand 

4. Explore Some More 

7. Infer What’s Not There 8. Create Something Great 

2. Infer What’s Not There 
 
  

Connect 4 

3. Reflect and Respond 

Why did Saul scream when walking 
Agatha to the den? 

 

Why was Saul so afraid of Crow 
finding the den? 

 

1. Read and Understand 

Draw a picture of your ‘dream 
den’. This could be a place that 

already exists or it could be 
entirely from your imagination. 

 

Text: The Accidental Time 
Traveller Chapters 22-26 

 
Author: Janis Mackay 

 

Why was Saul so afraid of Crow 
finding the den? 

 

How do you think Agatha is feeling 
about returning to 1812? 

 

     Why was the ‘beam of torch 
light’ described as swaying ‘like a 

drunk’? 
 

The Den is a key part of the 
story. Have you ever had a den 
or secret meeting place for you 
and friends? Describe what is 

was like. If you haven’t had 
one, make up a ‘dream den’. 

 

  

What were the items Saul 
gathered for the experiment? 

 



      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Connect 4 

6. Create Something Great 

4. Explore Some More 

7. Read and Understand 8. Create Something Great 

2. Infer What’s Not There 
 
  

Connect 4 

3. Reflect and Respond 

Draw a picture of Saul with his new 
BMX on Christmas morning. 

 

Who were the 3 placed entrants 
from Saul’s school in the Scottish 

Borders Young Historian of the 
Year Award? 

 

1. Read and Understand 

What was catching fish with your 
hands called? Illustrate what this 

activity may look like. 
 

Text: The Accidental Time 
Traveller Chapters 27-32 

 
Author: Janis Mackay 

 

Why do Will, Robbie and Saul 
think Agatha and Agnes are 

related? 
 

Why did the man in the Pawn Shop 
comment about there being ‘a lot of 

history and broken dreams here’? 
 

     Where did Will suggest Saul 
and Agatha get the gold from and 

why? 
 

What treats did Saul bring the 
gang? What treats would you 

bring for your group of 
friends? 

 

  

What did Saul use his £200 prize 
money for? 

 


