
      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Infer What’s Not There 

6. Reflect and Respond 

4. Explore Some More 

7. Explore Some More 8. Create Something Great 

5. Connect 4 
 
  

Connect 4 

3. Reflect and Respond 

How would you describe to 
someone what being ‘in a tizzy’ 

meant? Can you use an example of 
your own experience? 

 

Using a dictionary, find out the 
definition of ‘exuberant’. 

Find 4 other interesting words in 
the book so far and write their 

definitions. 

1. Read and Understand 

Draw and a floor plan of what 
you think the inside of Dizzy 
Perch looks like. Make it as 

detailed as you can. 
 

Text: Out of the Clouds 
Chapters 1 and 2 

 
Author: Diana Hendry 

 

Have you ever kept a book 
longer than you should from the 

library? What happened? Did 
you also have a fine to pay like 

Ma? Has it happened to you 
more than once? 

 

Compare your home with the 
description of Dizzy Perch. Are 
they similar or very different? 

List the similarities and 
differences between your home 

and Dizzy Perch. 
 

Write a description about what 
you think one of The Coggin family 

might look like. Be detailed, 
considering what the author has 
told us about their interests and 

surroundings. 
 

Why couldn’t Pa come back to 
Dizzy Perch? What is the ‘secret 

work that keeps him away’? 
Explain your thinking in your 

answer. 
 
 

  

Why do you think ‘being with Ma 
was like basking in sunshine but 

then discovering it could turn very 
chilly’? 

 



      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Infer What’s Not There 

6. Reflect and Respond 

4. Explore Some More 

7. Explore Some More 8. Create Something Great 

5. Connect 4 
 
  

Connect 4 

3. Reflect and Respond 

If you could ‘dress up’ for a lesson 
like Lottie, what lesson would it be 

for and why? Draw a picture of your 
‘costume’. 

 

The author uses repetition to 
describe the lightning storm in 

chapter 3. Was this a good use of 
language or not? Rewrite it using 

different vocabulary to make it 
more exciting. 

 

1. Read and Understand 

How would you get up and 
down the cliffs? Draw an 

annotated diagram or write 
about your invention/mode of 

transport. 
 

Text: Out of the Clouds 
Chapters 3 - 5 

 
Author: Diana Hendry 

 

Why did Oliver hesitate about 
taking the key from Ma’s room? 
Have you ever hesitated about 

something big? What was it and 
why did you hesitate? 

The funicular railway is used as 
a way of getting down from 

Dizzy Perch. Research what a 
funicular railway is. Have you 

ever been on something 
similar? 

 

Find definitions for the following 
words and write them in your 

Reading Journal: Lichen, frenzy, 
gorse, enviously, gazing and 

obliged. 
 

‘March comes in like a lion and 
goes out like a lamb’ (p37). 

What does this simile mean in 
your opinion? 

 
 

  

What does ‘whetting your 
appetite’ mean? Can you use the 

context of the text to help you? Or 
a dictionary? 

 



      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Infer What’s Not There 

6. Create Something Great  

4. Explore Some More 

7. Explore Some More 8. Create Something Great 

5. Connect 4 
 
  

Connect 4 

3. Reflect and Respond 

Oliver tells us about ‘failing’ when 
making pancakes for the first time. 
Is there something you struggled to 
do but managed to overcome and 
get better at? Create a leaflet with 
top tips for overcoming challenges. 

 

Make a detailed list of all the 
varieties of plant mentioned in the 

book so far. 

1. Read and Understand 

‘the sea hushed up, hushed and 
drew back again’ What image 
does this create in your head? 

Illustrate your answer in as 
much detail as possible. 

 

Text: Out of the Clouds 
Chapters 6 & 7 

 
Author: Diana Hendry 

 

‘the cliffs themselves were 
beginning to grow their own 

hair’ (Page 65) Is this a good use 
of personification? 

 

What is a ‘ghost friend’? 
Have you ever had one? Or 
been able to relate well to a 

character from a book or film? 
Who was it and why? 

 

Why did Cezary compare Dizzy 
Perch to a castle? 

 
 

  

Make a list of all the different 
birds mentioned so far in the 

book. What do you know about 
each of them? 

 

Why do you think Grandpa told 
Oliver to look for the book called 

‘Scottish folk stories’? 
 



      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Infer What’s Not There 

6. Infer What’s Not There  

4. Explore Some More 

7. Read and Understand 8. Create Something Great 

5. Connect 4 
 
  

Connect 4 

3. Reflect and Respond 

Why did Biggles eyes turn into ‘slits 
of pleasure’ when Ma brushed him? 

 
 

What poem did Ma read/sing? 
 

1. Read and Understand 

Draw Titch and all the 
belongings he took with him 

when he ran away. 
 

Text: Out of the Clouds 
Chapters 8 - 10 

 
Author: Diana Hendry 

 

Why do you think ‘shyness 
made your tummy scrunch up 

and your mouth go dry’? 
(Anxiety? Adrenaline?) 

 

Why was Oliver compared to ‘an 
irritating puppy’? 

 
 

  

What are the three countries 
Oliver is glad Pa isn’t in? 

 

Titch speaks of magically turning 
himself into a bird and Lottie a 
mermaid. What creature would 
you turn yourself into and why? 
You can even draw yourself as 

that creature! 
 

What were the two types of dance 
mentioned in chapter 9? Research 

one of these dances and tell us 
more about what country they are 

traditionally associated with. 
 



      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Infer What’s Not There 

6. Read and Understand  

4. Explore Some More 

7. Create Something Great 8. Read and Understand 

5. Connect 4 
 
  

Connect 4 

3. Reflect and Respond 

How much was the bus fare and 
when does the bus leave? 

 
 

Based on the description at the 
start of chapter 11, draw what you 
think the chest in Pa’s study looks 

like. 
 

1. Read and Understand 

What were the 4 ingredients 
Oliver had never heard of from 

Pa’s notebooks? 
 

Text: Out of the Clouds 
Chapters 11 & 12 

 
Author: Diana Hendry 

 

What did Oliver do the 
afternoon before he planned to 
go and find Pa and why did he 

do this? 
 

Who do you think Joe is? Do 
you think he is just a friend or 
something else to Pa? Why do 

you think this? 
 
 

  

List the contents of the chest as 
described in chapter 11. If you 
want, you can also draw them. 

 

Where was the map of that 
Oliver found in Pa’s chest? Write 

down some of the things you 
know and like about this 

country. 
 

Where was circled on the map 
found in Pa’s chest? Have you 

heard of this place before? Do you 
think it’s a real place or 
somewhere made up? 

 



      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Infer What’s Not There 

6. Create Something Great  

4. Explore Some More 

7. Read and Understand 8. Create Something Great 

5. Connect 4 
 
  

Connect 4 

3. Reflect and Respond 

How did Oliver and Pa get back to 
Dizzy Perch? Illustrate what you 
think this whole scene may have 

looked like in reality. 
 
 

What was the ‘invention’ Pa was 
working on? 

 

1. Read and Understand 

Description of a ‘long shack’ in 
chapter 15. Illustrate this shack 

in as much detail. You can 
illustrate the outside or inside 

or both if you want. 
 

Text: Out of the Clouds 
Chapters 13 - 15 

 
Author: Diana Hendry 

 

What are ‘your pieces’? 
 

Why might Stan have suggested 
to Oliver that Pa maybe didn’t 

want to be found? 
 
 

  

What was the name of the bus 
driver? 

 

Why did Oliver start assaulting 
Pa? Have you ever felt as 

emotional as Oliver did at that 
point, why? 

 

What did Oliver have to do 
before going home? Why do you 

think this was so important to 
Oliver? 

 


